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DOING THE TWIST

AT LUXE NEW RESTAURANT BOKA,
SHAKE UP Cl ASSZL? AMERIC

ALWAYS HITS

IN A YEAR OF VERY pemvonidl restaurant
debuty from a stung of chef-autesn,
enchuding Scoct Emerncks Cremant, Matt
Dillon’s Sicka and Spruce, and Maria
Hines" Tilth, BOKA. the restaurant at the
oew Hotel 1000, tells a rather different
story, one thats more strategac than spoa-
taneons. Owned by an investment group
BOKA has 2 need to please 2 becad dlien
tele that’s pared wath » deep-pockeced
swagper (thus the name, whach & actually
an xcromym for what 1 suppose is the
restaurant’s ideal review: Bold Onganal
Kitchen Arcmtry)

BOKA shoots for a huxe-echecnic look to
eatice cockeatlers as well as diners. There
8 bamboo plass are freen P Canlia 2 por-
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CLEVER TOUCHES

AN DISHES~BUT THEY'RE NOT
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proas floor of reckuimed oak and serious
decorator fabnia i tooes of gunmetal,
bone 10d faded persimmon. Toward the
back of the room, lighted panels shaft the
cobot of the dining room’s walls froes blue
to orange to magenta. It's 2 dutracang—
and kind of jurenile—effoct for such an
ambitous space, one that keeps the reom
from setthng into a sangle mood.
Running the kitchen s my old colleague
Sers Kamimusra, who I've sdmued since
ages 20 when he was a sous-chef at Spago
Beverly Hills and 1 was buta peon. (More
recently be ran the now Web-only gourmet
gift store Les Cadeaux Gourmees with
has wife, Ma, and befoce then, the Dada
Lounge). Has mene st BOKA is whar I'd

call “clever Amencan.” sumghtforward
chishes realized with 3 ewast o twor “hasky™
beef renderloin punished with purple
porarces and pold chanseselles, say, or paz.
pacho made mor with tamato, bur water-
medon. Someames dever B very good
indeed, s with the BLT scap: 2 membling
weso fan, serrounded by & moat of
purded lettuce soap and little rafts of hush
bacon condit. The same goes foe dessetts,
like sm outmanding poached choose-
cake graced with Eastern Medsterranean
flavon—pustachios, candied fennel and
honwyed peaches—or 2 frust “aspoloon,”
essentially 3 stacked Frum salaid made
with latesummer tomatoes, plume and
Conceed grapes and wpped with a dollop
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